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SBRI Competition – Fusion Industry Challenges 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
This document should be read in conjunction with guidance provided in ‘SBRI 
Competition FAQs’ and ‘Supplier Clarification Questions’ 

 
1. Can a consortium submit an application? 

Yes, multiple organisations of any size can present a collaborative bid as a consortium.  
However, the Contract will be awarded to a single legal entity from that consortium. That 
legal entity should be determined by Consortium members. Application should be 
submitted by the chosen lead applicant. 
 

2. Can a UK Catapult Centre apply? 
A UK Catapult Centre may apply; however, they must demonstrate a credible and 
practical route to market, i.e., the application must include a plan to commercialise the 
results. 
 

3. Does this Competition limit participation to UK-based companies only or are EU 
based companies invited to participate? 
Any organisation based in the UK and European Union (EU) that can demonstrate a 
credible and practical route to market can submit and/or lead an application.   
 

4. Can work be subcontracted internationally? 
Components of the work can be subcontracted internationally; however,  

• the lead organisation should be an organisation based in the UK or EU;  

• there will be a need to justify subcontracting those components of the work to non-
UK or non-EU based suppliers; and 

• you  must develop a solution fit for use in the UK and carry out any demonstration 
work in the UK 

 
5. Can I hold a meeting with member(s) of UKAEA team to determine whether my idea 

is within scope? 
To ensure an open, fair and transparent competition process, and avoid any unfair 
advantage developing, we encourage suppliers to submit their full application to allow 
UKAEA’s technical experts to review their idea. The UKAEA FIP team will only assess 
and provide feedback on complete applications.  
 
For more information on the scope of the challenges, please visit the following links: 

• SBRI Competition - Fusion Industry Challenges: https://apply-for-innovation-
funding.service.gov.uk/competition/925/overview#scope  

• Slides presented on the Briefing Event that was held on 27th May: 
https://ukaeaevents.com/fusion-industry-challenges-launch/  

• Recording of the briefing event: https://ukaeaevents.com/fip-launch-talks/  

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/925/overview#scope
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/925/overview#scope
https://ukaeaevents.com/fusion-industry-challenges-launch/
https://ukaeaevents.com/fip-launch-talks/
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6. I have expertise in one area but I need to find potential partners to put in a 

comprehensive bid. Where can I go to identify potential partners? 
Please visit UKAEA’s Industry Directory, which has been put together to facilitate 
business collaborations and partnerships: https://ukaeaevents.com/industry-directory/  
 
Alternatively, you can get in touch with the Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN), who can 
try to connect you with suitable partners.  

 
7. What is the deadline for applications? 

Deadline for application is 30 June 2021, 11am 
 
8. Can my organisation be involved in more than one application? 

Yes, an organisation can be involved in multiple applications. Each application will be 
judged competitively.  

 
 
9. Do ideas have to address all of the bullet points under each Theme? 

Any ideas that address challenges faced under each theme are welcome. The bullet 
points have been included to help guide applicants and clarify what we are looking for in 
applications. Your application should highlight which of these areas your proposed 
solution would address, if any. 

 
10. How much funding is available in Phase 1?  

The UK Atomic Energy Authority has allocated up to £2 million, inclusive of VAT, to Phase 
1. Phase 1 feasibility study R&D contracts must have total costs between £50,000 and 
£250,000, inclusive of VAT.  
 

11. Does this competition constitute a Grant? 
This is a commercial R&D contract, which doesn’t involve profits. Payments are made 
against agreed deliverables and milestones. Your application must have at least 50% of 
the contract value attributed directly and exclusively to R&D services. 

 
12. How long do Phase 1 projects last? 

Projects will kick-off September 2021. Each project must be completed by 31 March 2022, 
so may therefore last up to 6 months. 

 
13. How will successful applications be chosen?  

A panel of experts within UKAEA will assess the proposals.   
 

https://ukaeaevents.com/industry-directory/

